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c/o 34 Totnes Road, 
Paignton, 

TQ4 5JZ 

By email to  

Mr Kevin Mowat 
Torbay Council 

Town Hall 

Castle Circus 
Torquay 

TQ1 3DR 

18 September 2017 
Dear Mr Mowat 

 

Brixham, Paignton, Torquay Neighbourhood Plans. 

 
We are writing to you as the Council’s Executive Head of Business Services to 

establish an answer to the following procedural questions on behalf of our three 

Neighbourhood Plan Forums.   This will enable us to plan ahead accordingly. 
 

1) When will confirmation be provided that the required information has 
been supplied with each Regulation 15 Submission ? 
 

It has been a month since the Brixham and Paignton Neighbourhood Plans were 
formally submitted.  Apart from acknowledging receipt, there has been no 

confirmation given that it is agreed the information required to be submitted 

under Regulation 15 has been supplied.  The same question will arise shortly in 

respect of the Torquay Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

If Council officers are having difficulty identifying which document meets each of 

the prescribed Regulation 15 requirements, please confirm so that we can point 
more directly to each that applies.  Alternatively please explain why it is taking 

so long to supply the confirmation. 

 
2) When will the Regulation 16 public notice be advertised in respect of 

the Neighbourhood Plans already submitted to the Council ? 

 

The Regulations require the 6 week notice to be published by the Council “as 
soon as possible”.  There is no provision in legislation for the Council to delay 

this step until all three Neighbourhood Plans have been received. 

 
We recognise there could be a small financial saving to the Council if it proves 

possible for all three to be advertised at the same time. 
 
However, we need to have a clear statement from you setting out the timetable 

that will be implemented both with, and without, the addition of Torquay 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
3) What progress is being made on identifying the Independent 

Assessor (or Assessors) ? 
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Apart from an initial exchange of emails in July, we are completely in the dark 

on any progress being made by Council officers. 

 
We need to understand the timetable and arrangements being made to enable 

the appointments to be achieved as soon as possible (and agreed by our Forums 
in accordance with the Regulations).  We have explained why this step will need 
to include an interview with potential candidates. 

 
4) When will the Regulation 5 and 8 Applications be published and 

determined ? 

 
A check made has confirmed that no other Forum in the Country has reached 

the situation in Torbay where Neighbourhood Plans have been formally 

submitted but the process might not be completed by the Council prior to expiry 

of the designated Area and Forum periods. 
 

All three Forums are still DCLG ‘Frontrunners’ and the legislation is silent on how 

to deal with the situation.   We have therefore each submitted renewal 
Regulation 5 and 8 Applications in sufficient time for these to be determined 

before the expiry date of 6 December 2017 and in accordance with deadline 

requirements of the Regulations as amended. 

 
We have each submitted these simultaneously so that the Council can advertise 

all three Applications at the same time in order to achieve maximum cost saving 

and achieve operational designation continuity. 
 

The Torbay Local Plan already defines the three Neighbourhood Areas and there 
are very limited grounds on which any objection to the Applications can be 
made.  We see no reason why it should not be possible for these administrative 

steps to be delegated by the Council to you or to the Monitoring Officer if not 
already within your delegated powers. 

 

We need to know (i) when the three Applications will be advertised for the 
required period (ii) exactly who the decision maker will be (iii) when the decision 

will be taken. 

 

5) Will it still be necessary for the remainder ‘Frontrunner funds’ to be 
held by the Council on the Forum’s behalf ? 
 

Brixham was able to have its entire fund transferred to the Town Council 
because it is a corporate body.  Paignton and Torquay agreed the Council would 

hold our funds as each is an unincorporated approved body.  The funds have 

been carefully managed by each Forum to ensure there is sufficient to complete 
the Plan making process by the Forum.  Please confirm the Council is prepared 

to continue to be the fund holder on behalf of Paignton and Torquay, or if 

another incorporated public body needs to be identified for the post 7 December 

period.  
 

Your early reply to the above questions is requested in view of the importance of 

these matters to their timely progress.  To assist, we have copied this letter to 
the 3 senior planning officers of the Council who have been most involved with 

each of our Plans. 
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Yours sincerely 

 
 

Jackie Stockman David Watts Leon Butler 
Chair of Brixham 
Neighbourhood Forum 

Chair of Paignton 
Neighbourhood Forum 

Chair of Torquay 
Neighbourhood Forum 

 
 

c.c.   Elected Mayor Oliver and all Torbay Councillors 

 Tracey Brooks, David Pickhaver, Andrew Gunther (Senior Planners) 

DCLG 
 

 


